
 
 

SFMI Accreditation…What’s it worth? (Part 2) 

 

As mentioned in our earlier article, there is no doubt that everyone understands the value 

of college education. Especially for those working in the field of education, college 

credits are a highly visible measure of education and training value. That covers our 

Empire State College and Mohawk Valley programs, but what about our CDF and ADP 

certifications? 

 

If the licensing of professionals is our model, then we can only hope that these licensing 

entities have the connection with their practitioners that SFA has. Ideally, their licensing 

boards are made up of individuals practicing in the field…people who are educated, 

experienced and performing the work on a daily basis. Add to that the working network 

of public school facility directors that we have in NYS, and I think we are one up. The 

interaction and feedback, both directly and indirectly, that takes place with our chapters, 

chapter leaders, state committees, and state leadership allows SFA to establish very high, 

yet dynamic standards for its members in our very unique field…a field where 

reactionary management is the norm. 

 

It became clear to certain of our SFA leaders years ago that no one was providing quality 

education and training for our members. With that, SFA began to create its own. Today, 

SFMI is the focal point for the design and identification of the best training and education 

opportunities for public school facilities directors in NYS. The “SFMI Process” is about 

bringing operating needs, as well as very best practices, to the design table almost on a 

daily basis. And remember, the SFMI mission is not burdened by longstanding, yet 

outdated tradition, politics or regulation. 

 

Our accreditation certificates announce to any informed audience that the recipient is 

acknowledged by SFMI to have attained a specified level of education in the field of 

public school facility management. This achievement is not arbitrary or subjective in any 

way. Just as SFMI represents the combined knowledge and experience of our SFA 

membership, so do the certifications offered under CDF and ADP. 

 

The Accreditation Committee is the body assigned to administer our certifications. 

Contact myself, other committee members or the folks in our SFA office if you have any 

questions. Also, please know that our updated Affiliate Development Program (ADP) 

brochure is “on the street”. It details our new Advanced Affiliate Development 

Certificate (AADC), as well as the steps required to begin your pursuit of an SFMI 

certification.    


