
 
 

SFMI Accreditation…What’s it worth? (Part 1) 

 

The Accreditation Committee oversees the various pieces that make up our accreditation 

program at SFA. These include the Empire State College (ESC) four year degree, the Mohawk 

Valley Community College (MVCC) two year degree and certification, the Certified Director of 

Facilities (CDF) program, and the Affiliate Development Program (ADP) which includes both 

the Affiliate Development Certification (ADC) and the Advanced Affiliate Development 

Certification (AADC). 

 

With the fiscal challenges which now face NYS public schools, facility managers are facing a 

level of scrutiny unlike ever before. School Boards throughout the state are weighing value as it 

pertains to the maintenance of their facilities. If they perceive value in what they see within their 

facilities, then the facilities director is operating from a position of strength. If not, then the 

facilities program becomes an easy target. Unfortunately, many times board members really do 

not know what facilities management value is or even what they should be looking for when 

measuring value as it pertains to the current and future maintenance of their school facilities. 

The one measure of value that school districts throughout the state do understand is college 

education. The college credit hour really is the standard unit of measurement for value in NYS 

public schools. Education salaries are to a great part determined by credit hours. Is this the case 

for public school facilities management professionals? What does the future hold in this arena? 

My experience has been that school board members are usually surprised, but impressed when 

hearing that NYS now has two degrees and a certificate in school facilities management. SFA 

has been working in this direction for many years. However, for our schools, this is a NEW 

concept. Actually, the concept is not new…the players are new. 

 

The Accreditation Committee continues to promote, develop and “polish” our State University of 

New York (SUNY) facilities management programs. We believe that they hold great value in 

their current state. However, there is no doubt that with the level of quality being built into these 

offerings by SBGA, at both ESC and MVCC, there will be some changes coming. Key among 

them is that even though school board members across this state will continue to be 

impressed with our SUNY offerings, few will be surprised that SFMI could make this happen. 

We are the experts in this arena and recognition of that fact is growing. 

 

 

-Keith Watkins, CDF, Accreditation Committee Chair 


